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Overview

e Principles of clear research
communication

e Case study of student-to-industry-
leader: Dr Briony Towers

* Who are NHRA comms?

* NHRA comms support throughout
your project




Principles of clear
research
communication

Impact

Audience

Clarity and simplicity
Structure and visuals
Action

Transparency and honesty
Practice!
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TYPES OF IMPACT
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Start with the end in mind impact
i Social Economic
Stories are more
memorable than facts
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» What is the context? \
» What is the problem?

» What is the impact of your
research?
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Principle 2:
Audience

* Who are they?

* What are their interests and jobs?
 What do you need them to know?
* Keep them front of mind!




Principle 3:
Clarity and simplicity

e Clear language — no jargon

* Keep it simple and easy to
understand —aim for Year 8 level

e Zoom out to the big picture

e Putimportant things first!




Principle 4.
Structure and visuals

* |n text — headings, bullet points etc

e Graphics —graphs and charts

* Photos — visualise your goal for them
* Videos — make one




Dr Ryan Hoult, Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC




Principle 5:
Action

* Want the reader to do something
with your research? Then tell them!

* Not always applicable

* Make it easy

e Spell it out and be specific




Principle 6:

Transparency and
honesty

e Be transparent —methods, data,
ethics, results

* Be honest — limitations,
uncertainties, biases




Principle 7:
Practice!

 Don’t be disheartened
* Practice often and in different ways
* Get feedback
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Case study of student-
to-industry-leader:

Dr Briony Towers

e Started as PhD student at Bushfire CRC

e Researcher at Bushfire and Natural
Hazards CRC

e Lead researcher at NHRA

* Founder of Leadrrr
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bushfire&natural Research

HAZARDSCRC Australia Lead rer

“ We can protect

children from the

impact of bushfire
by involving them,
by talking to them.

Dr Briony Towers



Early days: Bushfire CRC
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Mid-career: Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC
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Communication and warnings
Preparedness 01

Child centred disaster
risk reduction

I INTERVIEW

Videos of different lengths

‘Guide to Working with
School Communities’ (2017)
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School-based education for disaster risk
reduction
RESEARCH OUTPUTS AND ARTEFACTS 25 NOV 2020

Educating children and youth about disaster risk reduction and resilience is now front
and centre around Australia, based on research that has identified the valuable role that
children play in the safety of their households and communities.

The importance of educating children on hazards and disasters was recognised both in
the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission and the 2011 National Strategy for
Disaster Resilience. The Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC project Child-centred
disgster risk reduction, led by Prof Kevin Ronan (CQUniversity) and Dr Briony Towers
IBLIT | Inhanreind hars aomlimtad dlenctar slels radiimtinn andd sacllinnna mrameaenes in

BNHCRC case study (2020) <P



Mid-career: Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC

Disaster
preparedness,
myths and >
programs that =4
hold promise

DR BRIONY TOWERS
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Emerging
Minds Podcast Awards:

o Australian Safer Communities Award for National
Significance (2011)

o Quiet Achiever Award (2018)

Podcast episode for o Early Career Researcher Award (2018)

Emerging Minds (2019) o Resilient Australia Schools Award (2019)




Conversation articles to spread the word
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Bushfire education is too abstract.

We need to get children into the
real world
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disasters - they can help, if we *
| let them
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Dr Briony Towers’
success — from PhD to
industry leader

e Clear goal in mind

* Diverse approaches to communicating
her research

* Knew her audience and developed
resources for them

e This could be you!

Don’t miss her NHRF23 presentation!
Day 3: Wednesday 3 May, 9:15am

Briony’s goal =

to include children
in bushfire
education and
preparedness



More recently: Natural Hazards Research Australia
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Year 5 and 6 children’s manifesto about bushfire safety — Harkaway Primary School




Who are NHRA
comms?




Comms support throughout your project

EARLY STAGES PROJECT UNDERWAY

* Project webpage + * Communicating your
promotion of new research to the right
research audiences

* Making connections + * Mid-project needs such
forming a network as participant

recruitment support,
promotional flyers,
stakeholder briefings,
etc.

e Sharing your research
progress,
presentations,
publications, etc.

THE END - lots of comms!

Support with
promotion

Media training and
opportunities

News articles and/or
media releases

Utilisation that targets
key audiences

Sponsorship to present
findings at industry
events
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Community experiences of the
2022 Australian floods

Research theme Project type
Learning from disasters Responsive disaster research

Queensland and New South Wales

th-east Qu

personal stories

Downloadables

= Floods 2022 _methodology.pdf Download &

Research team ij@tt details Particpat'mg organisabons
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BEFORE

Natural
Hazards

Research
Australia

WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCE

SHARE YOUR
FLOOD STORY

An online questionnaire is now open for you to share
your flood experience, as part of an independent
research project to help communities in the future.

Every story is important. What does participation involve?
+ Help us learn what happened before,
during and after the floods.
> Your experiences can help
improve flood response.

2 Researchers are looking for people affected by
flooding in NSW and QId (between January and
July 2022) to complete an online questionnaire.

= The anonymous questionnaire will take
between 30 and 45 minutes to complete.

mplete questionnaire now using the QR code or URL: E B H E

www.naturalhazards.com.au/floods2022 E

DURING

Natural
Hazards
Research

Australia

Community experiences of the
January - July 2022 floods in New
South Wales and Queensland
Summary Report

The research summarised in this document was conducted by:
Mel Taylor,’ Fiona Miller,’ Kim Johnston,” Anne Lane,” Barbara Ryan,” Rachel King,"
Harriet Narwal,' Madeleine Miller,’ Dipika Dabas® and Helga Simon'

1. Discipline of Geography and Planning, Macquarie School of Social Sciences, Macquarie University, NSW, 2. School of Advertising
Marketing, and Pubic Relations, Queensiand University of Technolagy, QLD, 3. Schaol of Humanities and Communication,
University of Southern Queensland, QLO, 4. School of Mathematics, Physics, and Computing, University of Sauthern Queensiand, QLD.

AFTER



