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School-based 
bushfire education  

 

 1. Transdisciplinary curriculum design  

2. Place-based pedagogy  

3. Action-oriented learning goals  

4. Student voice, agency and leadership 

5. Collaboration and partnership   

Five principles of good practice  



Translating research into practice 
Design, develop and test a research-informed approach to bushfire education for upper 

primary school students, with a focus on scalability and sustainability.  



Four focus areas 

Classroom resources Capability 

Coordination Strategic Enablers 



Three phase learning model  

DISCOVER  INVESTIGATE TAKE ACTION  



 DISCOVER 

 TUNING IN 

 FIRE ECOLOGY  

 ABORIGINAL CULTURAL BURNING  

BUSHFIRE BEHAVIOUR IN THE 

LANDSCAPE  

BUSHFIRE RISK  



 INVESTIGATE 

 CHOOSING A PROBLEM TO SOLVE  

 DEFINING THE PROBLEM  

 CONDUCTING ONLINE RESEARCH  

INTERVIEWING LOCAL PEOPLE  

CONTACTING SUBJECT MATTER 

EXPERTS  



 TAKE ACTION  

 IDEATING SOLUTIONS  

 LOW FIDELITY PROTOTYPING 

 CONSULTING WITH SUBJECT MATTER 

EXPERTS  

HIGH FIDELITY PROTOTYPING  

STUDENT PRESENTATION AND 

SHOWCASE  



Supporting resources 



• Preparation 

• Delivery 

• Continuous Improvement 

 

Chewton Primary 
School Trial  

 



Learning Journals 



Student 
showcase 



Teacher reflections 

We've always had a strong connection with the CFA, but we've 

had no-one in the school since COVID.  We've had less 

connection to the community and parents. But since the 

showcase and having you here, it's building that momentum. I 

would say that CFA is a big part of our community. It's great to 

see them back. 

It covered loads of curriculum. There was reading, writing, 

science, maths, geography, indigenous perspectives, 

sustainability, art, digital technology. 

I knew straight away that it was going to work. 

The more we understand, the more knowledge we gain. [We 

can] ease some of that fear and anxiety. 

Teacher reflections  



• Relationships and partnerships 

• Capability and capacity 

• Monitoring, evaluation and 

research 

 

Next Steps 
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