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The last time we met I posed to you three questions…

Images: AAP

1. Do we agree that Australia has the 
capability to deliver national 
disaster response, relief and 
recovery, and facilitate community-
led recovery? 

2. Is community-led recovery realistic?

3. How do we balance short-term 
response and recovery with long-
term risk reduction and resilience 
investment?
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Australia’s context – cascading, compounding & complex disasters
Since 1 January 2019

200 disaster 
events have 

impacted 
Australia

434 Local 
Government 
Areas across 

Australia
activated

> 24,000 homes 
damaged since 

2022

> $19.3 billion 
national spend 
on recovery & 
reconstruction

> $3.5 billion 
in payments to 

individuals

> $12.2 billion 
in insurance 

losses
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The end of the 2022 – 23 high risk weather season
Communities are not adequately prepared for the future
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The end of the 2022 – 23 high risk weather season
We don’t have a nationally consistent approach to emergency management

South 
Australia

New 
South 
Wales

Queensland

Tasmania
Northern 
Territory
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Western 
Australia
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National supply chain impacts
Transport infrastructure is under pressure from compounding events

Credit: Infrastructure Australia

Flood-affected Rail Network (SA)

Flood damage to Comobella Causeway (NSW)
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Flood damage to Midland Highway damage (Vic)

Fitzroy Crossing Bridge (WA)
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Salvaging of bushfire timber sign (Vic)

2019 Queensland Monsoon Trough damage

Road work in Cloncurry following damage (Qld)
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Betterment of the Gayndah Water Supply Intake Station on the Burnett River
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Funding Review Governance Review

Workforce Capability Hazard Insurance 
Partnership Disaster Ready Fund

Actions we’re taking

Second National Action Plan
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The last time we met I posed to you three questions…

1. How do we prepare communities to adequately respond to 
hazards and disaster events when they don’t know what’s coming, 
don’t understand their risk, and aren’t alerted early enough?

2. How do we develop a nationally-consistent approach to common 
emergency management challenges across the states and 
territories? 

3. How do we catalyse communities to put climate and sustainable 
development at the centre of their actions?  


