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Overview 

• Intro 

• Critiquing critical infrastructure 

• Lifelines: looking out not in 

• Research priorities  



What are lifelines? 

“The successful interactions 
between infrastructure, essential 

services, supply chains and 

people that enable communities 

to survive and thrive.”  







Critiquing critical 

infrastructure 

Thinking about how critical 

infrastructure relates to everyday life 

and human wellbeing throughout 

the disaster cycle, what’s missing 
from this list? 



What are lifelines? 

“The successful interactions 
between infrastructure, essential 

services, supply chains and 

people that enable communities 

to survive and thrive.”  



From the outside 



What performs as a 

lifeline for a 

given group of 

people in a given 

context? What is 

seen as a lifeline? 

 

From the inside 



There are people 

inside infrastructure 



Relationships between people are a form of infrastructure 



Critical 

infrastructure 

“those [xxxxx]  which if 

destroyed, degraded or 

rendered unavailable for an 

extended period, would 

significantly impact the 

social or economic 

wellbeing of the nation…. ​​” 

 

What’s critical in this 
picture? 



NHRA have asked you for three research 

priorities around lifeline resilience. 

  

What do you say? 



Please stay involved in the conversation 

• Community of Practice 

• Webinars 
 

Our contact details  

• Lauren Rickards, La Trobe University l.rickards@Latrobe.edu.au 

• Paul Ryan, Australian Resilience Centre, paul.ryan@internode.net 

• Adriana Keating, Monash University Adriana.keating@monash.edu 
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