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What is a community 
recovery committee?
Community members in disaster affected 
areas that want to do something about 
recovery.

Different everywhere.

Big questions about representation.
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Challenges to attaining and maintaining 
representativeness on CRCs
CRC resembling the community demographically (descriptive representation) 
is difficult to achieve in most communities.

“The active population of any society is not representative of the population 
as a whole.”  (Wollenbaek & Selle, 2003; Verba & Nie, 1972)

CRCs are themselves small (< 12 members), and often pre-existing.

Birds of a feather flock together (homophily).

Burnout and turnover



Part 2

Funded by NHRA & EMV

- Buy in, stakeholder groups, tested it in 
different communities, developed a utilisation 
proposal, workshopped it with xxxxx people

- Test Self-Assessment tool -

- Build network mapping tool

- Explore how existing networks are being used
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Funded by BNHCRC & BRV

• Rapid review of research

• Community perceptions analysis

• Preliminary self-assessment tool

Part 1



Part 2

Funded by NHRA & EMV

- Buy in, stakeholder groups, tested it in 
different communities, developed a utilisation 
proposal, workshopped it with 4 groups

- Test Self-Assessment tool

- Build network mapping tool

- Explore how existing networks are being used



A network 
perspective on 
representation



How is the CRC connected 
to a diverse community?

Is the CRC ideally placed within the community…

Through its connection (consultations, overlapping 
memberships, relationships).

To receive and disseminate information, and/or to 
consult…

With respect to the community and its subgroups ?
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Supporting community led recovery NHRA webinar



We tested it!
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We tested it!
Self-assessment tool is useful, useable and 
needed.
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We tested it!
Self-assessment tool is useful, useable and 
needed.

The SNAP tool is useful and has broad 
application.

+ Broader applicability to Emergency 
preparedness and response.
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We tested it!
Self-assessment tool is useful, useable and 
needed.

The SNAP tool is useful and has broad 
application.

Recommendations for government and 
other agencies about working with CRCs
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We now have
Working proofs of concept for the 
tools available for use by governments.
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We now have
Working proofs of concept for the 
tools available for use by governments.

Interest from other researchers to use the 
tools in their research.

Strong advisory group with federal, state, 
local and community elements.
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Utilisation support to:
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We now need
Utilisation support to:
• Refine the tools for 'self-serve' usability
• Test process around tools
• Embed the tools with a range of 

organisations
• Scale nationally



Colin.Gallagher@unimelb.edu.au

Kate.brady@unsw.edu.au
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