
Foundations in 
Indigenous 
Disaster Resilience

© Natural Hazards Research Australia 2023

Lucy Connole & Dr Bhiamie Williamson
National Indigenous Disaster Resilience

Project T5-A2



Acknowledgement of Country 

We acknowledge we are on Aboriginal Land.

Lands belonging to the Traditional Owners, the Kaurna People.

We pay our respect to them, their culture, and Elders past and present.



Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people are both disproportionately and 
uniquely impacted by environmental 
disasters across Australia.

In many instances, Indigenous people are 
also leading response and recovery 
efforts to support communities.



Foundations in Indigenous Disaster Resilience

Foundations in Indigenous Disaster Resilience is a multi-

year project funded by Natural Hazards Research 

Australia (NHRA).

The project aims to understand the unique experiences of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and 

communities of environmental disasters.



● National Indigenous Disaster Resilience Community of 

Practice

● National Framework to Enhance the Resilience of 

Indigenous People and Communities

● Practical resources for emergency management agencies 

and for Aboriginal organisations and communities

● Published handbook guide

● Academic papers, literature review and reports

What will come out of the project



Case Studies





Hazard Maps 

Hazard maps are resources that illustrate the unique 

experiences of Indigenous people, the hazards they 

face, the important work they do to protect Country 

and communities, and the support they require.

This can include visual storytelling of a hazard or 

threat, and how this threat relates to other threats, 

practices or processes. This can be both good and 

bad.

Maps like these have not been done before, and 

these maps will look different for different groups who 

face different hazards.

ICIP for any information in this type of resource 

remains with the community or organisation, and 

NIDR hold IP for the process and we are hoping to 

support a range of communities to develop these 

maps.



These resources:

● Will be the first in the Country, will provide other communities and 

organisations with an example of what such a resource can look like

● Provide a way for communities and organisations to organise their 

understandings of hazards and share it

● Will help policymakers understand the linkages between different hazards 

and environmental and cultural impacts 

● Provide a way for communities and organisations to advocate for rangers 

and Caring for Country work as critical to disaster and hazard 

mitigation/preparedness

● Can share the experiences of underrepresented groups

Hazard Maps 







UNIQUE RIGHTS, MANAGEMENT, GOVERNANCE 
AND INSTITUTIONS



National Framework to Enhance the Resilience 
of Indigenous People and Communities



Community of Practice

The NIDR CoP is a mechanism to:

● Share research, policy and practice 

updates

● Discuss Indigenous disaster resilience 

issues, events and opportunities

● Identify research questions and priorities



Community of Practice



To stay up to date with NIDR research and events

Follow us on LinkedIn national-indigenous-

disaster-resilience-program

E: NIDR@monash.edu
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