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Acknowledgement 
of Country

We acknowledge the 

Traditional Custodians 

of the land we meet on 

today. And pay respect 

to Elders past and 

present.
Elders and young Koories workshop in Marrickville, Gadigal Ngurra



Resilient Sydney
33 local councils in Greater Sydney 

working together to build 

stronger communities and a more resilient 

city.

Operating since 2015.

Governed by a regional steering committee 

with council CEOs and GMs and state 

government partners.​

Launch of the Resilient Sydney Strategy 2025 – 2030



City resilience

The capacity of individuals, 

communities, institutions, 

businesses, and systems 

within a city to survive, adapt, 

and thrive no matter what kinds 

of chronic stresses and acute 

shocks they experience.



Greater Sydney

33 councils
5.3 million people
13,379 km2
$490 billion GDP
9 rivers



Our Role

Understand the risks for Greater Sydney to support regional disaster adaptation planning

Identify shared priorities and opportunities to respond to regional shocks and stresses

Build the capacity of our sector through peer-to-peer learning and information sharing to 

build organisational resilience and support community resilience

Overcome the challenges of a complex governance environment by facilitating 

collaboration between Greater Sydney councils, state and federal government, academia 

and organisations, business and communities.



State and national disaster risk and resilience frameworks

There are an increasing number of state and national frameworks that are relevant to how local councils 

manage disaster risk and resilience.

State Disaster 

Mitigation Plan 

2024

State Emergency 

Management 

Plan 2023

National Disaster 

Risk Reduction 

Framework 2018

National Critical 

Infrastructure 

Resilience 

Strategy 2023

National Climate 

Risk Assessment



Launch of the 
Resilient Sydney 
Strategy 
(2025-2030)



Resilient Sydney strategy 2025-2030



Resilient Sydney Strategy 2025 – 2030 
and supporting documents



Mayoral 
statement

Local government plays a critical role in 

supporting place-based resilience.

The resilience challenges facing Greater 

Sydney cannot be solved individually. They 

require a collaborative effort from local, state 

and federal governments, business and 

community.

The Resilient Sydney Strategy provides a 

pathway for collaboration to make Greater 

Sydney more resilient now and in the future.

Working together, in genuine partnership, will 

ensure Greater Sydney is a place where all 

communities thrive.



The Resilient Cities Network 

- City resilience framework to 

assess strengths and 

weaknesses of cities

- Global drivers of risk 

Global Drivers 



Strategy development

Two core components across 4 phases. 

• A technical resilience risk 

assessment.

• Extensive community and 

stakeholder engagement across all 

phases

Detailed reports available to your 

organisation.



Methodology

• All hazards risk assessment 

- likelihood and 
consequences of shocks. ​

• National trends and 
projections to inform future 

scenarios.

• Interdependency between 

the shocks and stresses.



Deliberative panel workshop Blacktown multicultural roundtable

Redfern youth workshop Picton First Nations workshop



Engagement

• 6 community workshops across Greater Sydney

• 2 online focus groups with apartment residents
• 2 deliberative community panel workshops
• 5 youth workshops and survey

• 2 First Nations workshops
• 5 multicultural roundtables

• 2 programs with university students

• Online survey with 1501 responses

• A summit with 171 stakeholders
• 4 workshops with resilience ambassadors
• Stakeholder workshops on public health, arts 

and culture, and volunteering
• Over 100 stakeholder interviews and meetings

Over 2000 community members and 200 organisations



Shocks for Greater Sydney

• Acute shocks are 

sudden events that 

threaten a city. 

• Examples include 

natural disasters, 

heatwaves, cyber-

attacks and 

infrastructure failures.



Stresses for 
Greater Sydney

Stresses weaken the 

fabric of a city on a 

day-to-day basis. 

Stresses can be 

related to health, 

wellbeing, economy, 

society, governance, 

built infrastructure & 

natural environment.



Resilience challenges for Greater Sydney





Case studies



Resilientsydney.com.au
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