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Leading to impact for safer, more resilient and sustainable communities.



NEMA acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians across 
Australia. We pay respect to Elders, past, present and emerging, and 

their deep knowledge of and connection to Country. We celebrate the 
diversity of First Nations people and their wisdom of disaster, recovery 

and renewal. 

Acknowledgement 

of Country



5 years of Natural Hazards Research Australia

Your research makes a difference!



A decade of disasters



Aligning scientific analysis 

with regional recovery and 

adaptation planning

Helping Australians understand 

risks, build resilience, and prepare 

for emergencies

Learning lessons from the 

disasters we’ve seen and the 

response operations we’ve run

Australia’s new national 

messaging system, using 

the latest technology

Northern Rivers 

Resilience Initiative

National Preparedness 

Program

Higher-Risk Weather 

Season lessons

AusAlert
Some of our 
priorities at NEMA

Research and best practice influences everything we do.



Lessons from the Higher-Risk Weather Season

Access, supply 
chains and 

communication 
remain a 

vulnerability

Scale and 
complexity of 
disasters are  

increasing

Cross-border 
support is 

critical, both 
nationally 

and globally

Workforce and 
volunteer 

fatigue is a 
growing risk

Systems 
must adapt to 
non-tradition

al crises

Technology 
can uplift 

early warning 
and response

Data is critical 
in disaster 

management

Our exercising programs like Exercise Nexus had similar lessons.



Combines real world policy data from the HIP insurers 

with data held by the Australian Bureau of Statistics

A foundation to support prioritisation of investment in 

community and household infrastructure

A set of research-backed resilience guides and strategic 

planning tools 

Resources brought together to help homeowners reduce 

the impact of disasters 

National Insurance Dataset

Natural Hazards Awareness 

Modules

National Resilience Action 

Library

Hazards Insurance Partnership

A partnership between the insurance industry and the Australian Government.

Guiding principles for 

resilience investment



Disaster Ready Fund

The Australian Government’s flagship initiative 

for disaster resilience and risk reduction.

Supporting projects that help Australian 

communities reduce risk from natural hazards 

and build resilience before disasters occur.

Round Four will deliver up to $142.477 million of 

Australian Government funding for disaster risk 

reduction initiatives in 2026–27. 



Nationally consistent assistance 

packages 

Helping people and communities have 

clearer expectations about what support 

is available after a disaster.  

50:50 funding partnership 

Between the Commonwealth and states 

and territories, giving jurisdictions more 

certainty and helping them plan ahead.

Simpler activation thresholds 

So there is more equitable access to 

support across states and territories. 

DISASTER 

RECOVERY FUNDING 

FRAMEWORK 

Flexibility for severe or 

catastrophic events 

So additional support can still be 

considered in genuinely extraordinary 

circumstances.

Streamlined reporting, claiming 

and assurance processes 

To reduce administrative burden 

and improve transparency.

Resilient Infrastructure Scheme 

Supporting Australian communities 

to build back better.

Emergency management reform
Moving from recovery to resilience.

Drawing on findings and recommendations from the 

Independent Review of Commonwealth Disaster Funding



Thank you!
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