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Background 

Community Recovery Committees (CRCs) are usually 
thought of as community-led groups that do a 
range of things after disasters. This can include 
collecting information, identifying community 
priorities, advocating for community needs and 
organising or supporting activities. 

CRCs all look different (and should!). There is no 
‘one size fits all’. Some CRCs are formal, others less 
so. Some are adaptations of pre-existing groups, 
others are new.  

While there is existing research that establishes why 
CRCs are important, there is only limited 
information that exists to guide CRCs in their 
formation, planning and how they engage with 
other organisations, such as government bodies. 
There is also only limited research about how 
representative CRCs are. Who joins them? Who 
doesn’t? Are the groups representative of their 
communities? How do they connect to the broader 
community? 

 

 

 
Project description 

This study follows on from some research we 
undertook in 2021. There are three parts to this 
study: 

Part 1: We will develop a broad description of CRCs 
based on insights from CRC members and recovery 
agencies.  

Part 2: We will test and validate a self-assessment 
tool built for CRCs. This tool aims to help CRCs 
figure out how their group is going to be 
structured, what their scope is and what help they 
might need. 

Part 3: We will investigate the representativeness 
of CRCs by looking at their social networks within 
the community. We will be trying to identify how 
the CRC is positioned in terms of: 

- Connection to the community 
- Information networks 
- Trust 

This will help CRCs identify gaps in their current 
networks and help them figure out who they may 
not be reaching in their community. 
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Intended outcomes 

Considering community-led recovery is a key part 
of recovery planning in Australia, we think it is 
important to understand more about CRCs and 
identify things that can better support these 
groups. 

The results of this research will: 

- provide CRCs with a tool to help them 
form, plan and identify help needed 

- improve the shared understanding 
between CRCs and the agencies working in 
recovery about how they can work 
together 

- help CRCs understand how they are 
positioned within their community so they 
can identify people they may need to 
proactively reach out to 

- help agencies to better understand the 
role, dynamics and challenges facing CRCs. 

  

 
Translation and implementation 
potential 

This project has direct application to use within 
communities and by the agencies supporting them. 

The CRC self-assessment tool will be designed for 
immediate use by CRCs and we will also be testing 
whether there are broader applications for 
communities to use social network maps to plan 
for recovery both before and after a disaster 
strikes.  

 

For full project details head to: https://www.naturalhazards.com.au/research/research-projects/ 
community-led-recovery-evidence-dimensions-and-supports-community 

Or contact research@naturalhazards.com.au 
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